
 

Lesson 12 

Basic dialog  

 

A.  
                           

Do you have many brothers and 

sisters?  

B.  
                              

My parents have five children  

A.  
                      

Which are you?  

B.  
                                        

I'm the middle one. There are two 

older brothers, two younger sisters.  

A.  
                            

Are your older brothers married 

(yet)?  

B.  
                                      

One is married, and one is (still) 

single  

A.  
    ษ                 

And you?  

B.  
                      

I have a family.  

A.  
    ษ                         

Do you have children?  

B.  
                          

I have only one. He's a boy.  

A.  
                  

How old is he?  

B.  
           

Six years old  

Notes on the basic dialog  

a) The chart below gives the terms used in Thai for different members of the immediate 

family in terms of age, sex, and relationship to the speaker (Ego):  



 

 

1.      alone means: 'younger brothers and/or sisters'     alone means: 'older brothers and/or 

sisters'         alone means: 'older and younger brothers and/or sisters'  

2.      =     'child'      is more elegant;     is more common.  

3.              means 'a child'              means 'one child'           w means 'only 

one child'.  

b)         'to marry';      'decorate, adorn' +     'ceremony'.      is a verb and     is its 

noun complement. In responses to questions only the verb is necessary.  

Grammar notes  

Ordinal numbers  

Ordinal number constructions consist of    + cardinal numbers (or question word replacements 

for them) 
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       'fourth':    +     '4' 

        'seventh':     +      '7' 

             'hundredth' :     +           '100', etc. 

            'the how manyeth' :    +          'how many'  

แรก  

    means 'to be first in time, quality, in a series or sequence, or from point of origin. 

           ษ              'I was his first student.'  

 

         refers to the first item in a numbered series of lessons, floors (in a building), etc. 

              'the first floor' 

           'lesson one'  

Ordinal numbers after classifiers  

Ordinal numbers occur immediately after classifiers and in construction with them. 

            'the third child 

                   'the seventh book'  

Expressing age 

     'age' is a noun and is used in equational sentences like the following:             /       

Noun Phrase =  Noun Phrase  

                 
He (is) 20 (age-20-year).  

In questions              is used generally for asking someone's age but           may be 

used for younger persons. The response is usually (number of years) +    but for persons 

under 12, (number of years) +     is used.  

For example:  

Q.  
                    

How old is your youngest?  

A.  
       

(He's) six.  



Q.  
                       

How old is your father?  

A.  
             

53  

แ    ร      to express state of an action  

            'or not yet?' is used in questions to find out the state of an action (complete or 

not complete).  

     is often omitted or occurs in reduced form in       or       . It may occur as       or 

       in very rapid speech.  

The responses to it are either: 1.     'not yet' (or) 2. Verb +      'Action completed'.  

Q.  
                       

Have you eaten yet?  

R: (Negative)  
         

No. (lit. 'not yet.')  

R: (Affirmative)  
             

Yes, I have  

Use of        and            

Observe the use of        and           in the examples below  

1a.  
                  

She's still here.  

1b.  
             

She hasn't gone yet.  

2.  
                                        

I thought he had gone on business 

already, but he hadn't.  

The meaning of the first example is: 'He hasn't gone yet (because he doesn't want or need to), 

but he may go yet'. The meaning of the second example is: 'He could (or should) have gone, 

but he didn't. (See 5.2a).  

Position of classifier phrases referring to pronoun subject  

When classifier phrases with       or      refer to the pronoun subject of the sentence, 

they occur after the main verb, usually at the end of the sentence.  

              
He went by himself.  



                
Several of them went together.  

Grammar Drills  

Transformation Drills  

 

 Pattern 1   Pattern 2   

1.                   
He is my older 

brother.                    

I am his 

younger 

brother.  

2.  
                  

He is my 

father.  
                  

I am his 

son.  

3.  
                            

He is that girl's 

father  
                            

That girl 

is his 

daughter  

4.  
                  

He is my 

younger 

brother.  

                 
I'm his 

older 

brother.  

5.  
                  

She's my 

younger sister.  
                 

I'm her 

older 

brother.  

6.  
                     

She is my 

younger sister.  
                    

I'm her 

older 

sister.  

7.  
                 

She's my older 

sister.  
                  

I'm her 

younger 

brother.  

8.  
                 

He's my older 

brother.  
                  

I'm his 

younger 

brother.  

9.  
                     

He's my 

younger 

brother.  

                    
I'm his 

older 

sister.  

10.  
                  

She's my 

mother.  
                  

I'm her 

son.  

Substitution Drill  

 

Cue  Pattern   

                    
He's the oldest child.  

                         
She's the second child.  

                      
He's the first child.  



                         
She's the third child.  

                        
He's the middle child.  

                         
He's the fifth child.  

                        
She's the smallest child. (youngest)  

                         
He's the fourth child,  

                           
She's the seventh child,  

Response Drill  

 

 Cue  Question   Response   

1.  
                          

Which son (is it)?  
(      )           

The 

third.  

2.  
                            

Which student (is it)?  
(        )           

The 

fourth.  

3.  
                      

Which teacher (is it)?  
(   )          

The 

sixth.  

4.  
                       

Which doctor (is it)?  
(   )           

The 

second.  

5.  
                         

Which farmer (is it)?  
(     )           

The 

third.  

6.  
                               

Which book (is it)?  
(       )               

The 

first.  

7.  
                           

Which pen (is it)?  
(     )             

The 

second.  

8.  
                       

Which car (is it)?  
(  )            

The 

eighth.  

9.  
           ษ                 

Which sheet of paper 

(is it)?  
(     ษ ) 

             

The 

seventh  

10.  
                            

Which lesson (is it)?  
(      )             

The 

first.  

Response Drill  

 

 Cue  Question   Response   

1

.                                 
Which 

child 

is he?  
                  

He's 

the 

younge

st 



(child).  

2

.  
                                

Which 

son is 

he?  

                   
He's 

the 

oldest 

(son).  

3

.  
   

   

                         
Which 

child 

are 

you?  

                 
I'm the 

middle 

child.  

4

.  
                                

Which 

daught

er is 

she?  

                   
She's 

the 

oldest 

daught

er.  

5

.  
                                  

Which 

son are 

you?  

                    
I'm the 

younge

st son.  

6

.  
   

   

                              

        

Which 

of his 

childre

n is 

that 

child?  

                        

       

That 

child is 

his 

middle 

child.  

7

.  
                                     

       

Which 

of his 

young

er 

sibling

s is 

this 

child?  

                          

     

That 

child is 

the 

younge

st of 

his 

siblings

.  

8

.  
                             

Which 

child 

are 

you?  

               
I'm the 

oldest 

(child).  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

 

           ษ               
I was his first 

student.  

            ษ               ฟ       
She was the first Thai 

teacher at FSI.  

                                             
This book was the 

first book he wrote,  

                           
This car is my first 

car.  



  ษ          ษ                
Thai is the first 

foreign language I 

studied.  

                         
He is the first person 

I met.  

                                   
That doctor was the 

first doctor in this 

province.  

                                                        
President 

Washington was the 

first American 

president.  

Response Drill  

 

 Cues  Question  Response  

1.  
                                                       

 
       

How old is that woman?  She's 16.  

2.  
         ,                                           

 
         (50)  

How old is your father?  He's 50.  

3.  
          ,                                          

 
         (30)  

How old is your friend?  She's thirty  

4.  
         ,                                              

 
         (29)  

How old is your older brother?  He's 29.  

5.  
          ,                                      

 
       (2)  

How old is your son?  He's 2.  

6.  
          ,                                         

 
         (10)  

How old is your sister?  She's 10.  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

 

         ...  ...         
He has only one child.  

 
...         

He has a child.  



 
...         

He has one child.  

          ...  ...         
He has only one wife.  

 
...         

He has a wife.  

 
...         

He has one wife.  

           ...  ...           
I have only one book.  

 
...           

I have a book  

 
...           

I have one book.  

          ...  ...           
I have only one pen  

 
...           

I have a pen  

 
...           

I have one pen.  

              ...  ...         
He has only one student.  

 
...         

He has a student.  

 
...         

He has one student.  

Response Drill  

 

 Cues  Question   Response   

1.  
                      

How many 

children 

does he 

have?  

                 
He has only 

one child  

2.  
                        

How many 

friends 

does he 

have?  

                   
He has 

many 

friends,  

3.  
                            

How many 

books does 

he have?  

                       
He has only 

one book,  

4.  
                           

How many 

notebooks 

did he buy?  

                      
He bought 

only one 

notebook.  

5.  
                           

How many 

Thais does 

he know ?  

                      
He knows 

many Thais,  



6.  
                       ษ       

How many 

Englishmen 

does he 

know?  

                ษ         
He knows 

only one 

Englishman.  

7.  
                    

Who did he 

go with?  
              

He went by 

himself.  

8.  
                   

Who did 

they go 

with?  

                
Several of 

them went 

together.  

9.  
                         

Who does 

he eat 

with?  

               
He eats 

alone.  

Substitution Drill  

 

 Cues  Pattern   

1.  
        ,                       

                     

One person is named 

Jim; another, John.  

2.  
        ,                          

                        

One person is Thai; 

another, American.  

3.  
        ,                      

                    

One person is a teacher; 

another, a soldier.  

4.  
        ,                                          

One is an older sibling; 

another is a younger 

sibling.  

5.  
   ,                                      

One person is pretty, 

another, not.  

6.  
    ,                                         

One person Is skillful; 

another isn't.  

7.  
     ษ      ษ    

        

            ษ      ษ    

                     

One person can speak 

English; another can't.  

8.  
            , 

             

                    

                       

One person is in 

Thailand; another in 

America.  

9.  
           , 

            

                   

                      

One person is married; 

another is still single.  

10.  
      ,                                           

One person has gone? 

Another is still here.  



Response Drill  

 

 Cues  Question  Response  

1.  
   ,                                            

                      

  What are those two people named?  One is named Jim, the other 

John.  

2.  
        , 

            

                                             , 

                       

  Are your younger brothers married yet?  One is; one isn't,  

3.  
        , 

               

                                                 

                         

  What do your two friends do for a living?  One's a doctor; the other a 

government employee.  

4.  
      , 

           

              ษ      ษ                      

                     

  Can those two people speak English?  One can, one cannot.  

5.  
  ,                                                                

  Are those two books good?  One is good, the other isn't.  

Response Drill  

 

 Cues  Pattern   

1.  
                                                  

Have you met my 

friend yet?  

2.  
                                             

Has he met my friend 

yet?  

3.  
                                      

Has he gone to work 

yet?  

4.  
     ษ                 ษ                        

Can he speak Thai 

yet?  

5.  
             ษ                        

Can you speak Thai 

yet?  

6.  
                                            

Have you bought the 

books yet?  



7.  
                                     

Have you eaten yet?  

8.  
                                          

Do you have a family 

yet?  

9.  
                                                            

Have you read that 

book yet?  

10.  
                                                

Have you studied 

lesson 10 yet?  

Response Drill  

 

 Cue  Question   Response   

1.  yes  
                                 

Have you 

studied 

lesson 10 

already?  

               
Yes, 

we 

have.  

2.  no  
                           

Have you 

eaten yet?  
         

Not 

yet.  

3.  yes  
                            

Has he gone 

to work yet?  
            

Yes, he 

has.  

4.  no  
                                  

Have you 

two met yet?  
         

Not 

yet.  

5.  no  
                             

Does he 

have the 

books yet?  

         
Not 

yet.  

6.  yes  
                         

Is it cold 

there yet?  
              

Yes, it 

is.  

7.  no  
                             

Have you 

spoken with 

him yet?  

         
Not 

yet.  

8.  yes  
        ษ                        

Can you 

speak Thai 

yet?  

         
Yes, I 

can.  

9.  no  
          ษ                        

Can you 

write Thai 

yet?  

         
Not 

yet.  

10.  yes  
                             

Does he 

know how 

to drive yet?  

              
Yes, he 

does.  

11.  no  
                            

Can he 

swim yet?  
         

Not 

yet.  

Transformation Drill  

 

Add a negative statement with     to the affirmative statement.  



 Affirmative Statement  Negative Statement  

1.  
                         

I've come already, but he hasn't 

yet.  

2.  
                                

I have books already, but he 

doesn't yet.  

3.  
  ษ                  ษ                    

My Thai's good already, but his 

isn't yet.  

4.  
                              

You are already good (at 

something) but he isn't yet.  

5.  
                                     

I've already been to Thailand, but 

he hasn't yet.  

6.  
                                  

I already know how to drive, but 

he doesn't yet.  

7.  
                                    

I've already met you but he hasn't 

yet.  

Substitution Drill  

 

 Cue  Response   

1.  
                             

He hasn't gone home yet.  

2.  
                                         

He hasn't ever eaten Thai 

food.  

3.  
                     

He isn't good (at doing 

something) yet.  

4.  
     ษ              ษ                

He doesn't speak Thai well 

yet.  

  
           ษ             

 

5.  
                     

He doesn't know how to do it 

yet.  

6.  
                                     

He doesn't know how to 

swim yet.  

  
                       

 

7.  
                   

He is unable to do it yet.  

8.  
                                   

He is unable to go to work 

yet.  

  
                      

 

Transformation Drill  

 

Add a negative statement with           to the affirmative statement.  



 Affirmative Statement  Negative Statement  

1.  
                                      

 I thought he had gone already,  but he hadn't.  

2.  
                                        

 I thought he had already done it,  but he hadn't.  

3.  
                                                 

 I thought he had already studied this lesson,  but he hadn't.  

4.  
                                        

 I thought he had already eaten,  but he hadn't.  

5.  
                                               

 I thought he was already the consul,  but he wasn't.  

6.  
                                           

 I thought he had already taught it to you,  but he hadn't.  

7.  
                                                        

 I thought he had already read this book,  but he hadn't.  

8.  
                                                  

 I thought he had already typed the letter,  but he hadn't.  

9.  
                                                         

 I thought he had already bought that book,  but he hadn't.  

10.  
           ฟ                                ฟ    

 I thought he had already listened to this tape,  but he hadn't.  

Sentence Construction Drill  

 

One student forms a sentence like Sentence 1 and another forms a question like Sentence 2 

from the cues given. The first student answers the question.  

 Cue  Sentence 1  Sentence 2  

1

.  
                                                                   

   

  I haven't mailed the letters 

yet.  

Haven't you mailed the letters yet?  

2

.  
            

     

                     

       

                            

         

  I haven't eaten lunch yet.  Haven't you eaten lunch yet?  



3

.  
                                           

  I'm not good yet.  Aren't you good yet?  

4

.  
     ษ             ษ                       ษ                       

  I can't speak Thai yet.  Can't you speak Thai yet?  

5

.  
                                                          

  I haven't met her yet.  Haven't you met her yet?  

6

.  
                                                                      

  I haven't bought books yet.  Haven't you bought books yet?  

Exercises  

a) Make up a family chart (like the one in 12.1) for each member of the class and the tutor.  

b) Ask questions about each memeber of the family in order to find out the following 

information:  

1.  name  

2.  age  

3.  present and past occupations  

4.  residence  

5.  place of work  

6.  travel experience  

7.  languages spoken  

8.  skill in sports and other activities  

c) If some of the people In the class have children, find out the name, sex, and age of them.  

Vocabulary  

              
lunch, noontime meal  

      
age (in years)  

     
classifiers of things  

   (  )  
lesson (in a textbook)  

     (  )  
child (elegant usage) (one's direct descendant)  

     (  )  
child (immature person)  



       
one only, only  

     
still, not yet  

     
classifier for cars, and other vehicles  

     
to think  

        
the middle one (of children)  

        
the youngest one (of children)  

           
the youngest one (of children)  

      
the oldest one (of children)  

         

(        )  

the family  

     
year (of age for people under 14 years)  

             (  )  
parents (polite usage)  

         
in the daytime, by day  

      
small, little (in size)  

      
already (used to indicate completed action)  

             
or not yet? (used in questions)  

    (  )  
child (common usage, refers to one's direct descendant)  

     ษ   (  )  
student, pupil  

    (  )  
mother  

     (  )  
younger brothers and/or sisters  

        (  )  
younger brother(s)  

        (  )  
younger slster(s)  

     
ceremony  

    (  )  
older brother(s) and/or sister(s)  

       (  )  
older brother(s)  

        (  )  
brother(s) and sister(s)  



       (  )  
older sister(s)  

    (  )  
father  

    
year  

            (  )  
the president of a country  

     
to be first  

         
yet (question word)  

     
to be single, unmarried  

      to decorate, adorn (the verb in         )  

         
to marry, to get married, to be married  

     form that is used with numerals to form ordinal numbers, hence     

    'third', etc.  

    
big, large, mature  

 

 


