
Lesson 13 
  

Basic dialog: Telling Time 

 

A:  
                

What time is it?  

B:  
                        

It's after 11 a.m.  

 
                              

What time is it by your watch?  

A:  
                                

By my watch it's five minutes to 11 

a.m.  

B:  
                              

Your watch is fifteen minutes slow.  

A:  
                                 

In that case, it seems I will have to 

hurry.  

B:  
                   

Where are you hurrying to?  

A:  
                                           

I'll go get some money at the bank 

first, then go to the post office.  

B:  
                     

When will you return?  

A:  
        ๆ       

Sometime in the afternoon.  

Notes on the basic dialog  

a)     : more than, to a greater extent or degree  

                          

11 (lit. 5)  o'clock  a.m.  more than already  

It's after 11 a.m.  

 

b)      : half  

                       

8 (lit. 2)  o'clock  a.m.  half [hour]  

8:30 a.m.  



 

c)    : exactly, sharp (of time)  

                     

11 (lit. 5)  o'clock  a.m.  sharp  

11 a.m. sharp  

Grammar notes  

    ... จะ for future time  

    ...    is used to indicate time in the future.  

     Period of Time      Clock Time  

                              

(additional  5 minutes  will be  9 a.m.)  

 

It's five minutes to 9 a.m.  

ไป as an indicator of excess with     and       

To indicate the extent of error of a timepiece the following construction is used:  

Direction of Error  Excess  Amount of Time  

    /                    

(slow / fast  too much  5 minutes)  

 

(It's) five minutes slow/fast.  

Drills  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill 



 

 

    :             
'6 a.m.'  

       :         
'4 a.m.'  

 
         

'7 a.m.'   
       

'5 a.m.'  

 
            

'8 a.m.'     

 
            

'9 a.m.'     

 
            

'10 a.m.'     

 
            

'11 a.m.'     

 
        

'noon'     

Recognition and Familiarization Drill 
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    :           
'1 p.m.'  

 
            

'2 p.m.'  

 
            

'3 p.m.'  

 
            

'4 p.m.'  

    :              
'4 p.m.'  

 
            

'5 p.m.'  

 
           

'6 p.m.'  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill 
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'7 p.m.'  

         
'8 p.m.'  

         
'9 p.m.'  

         
'10 p.m.'  

         
'11 p.m.  

           
'12' (midnight)  

         
'1 a.m.'  

       
'2 a.m.'  

       
'3 a.m.'  

Response Drill  

 

Point at the time on the clock face.  

 Cue  Question  Response  

1.  11 a.m.  
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  What time is it?  11 a.m.  

2.  9 a.m.  
                                

  What time is it?  9 a.m.  

3.  10 a.m.  
                                

  What time is it?  10 a.m.  

4.  12 a.m.  
                                

  What time is it?  It's noon.  

5.  1 p.m.  
                             

  What time is it?  1 p.m.  

6.  3 p.m.  
                                

  What time is it?  3 p.m.  

7.  4 p.m.  
                                

  What time is it?  4 p.m.  

8.  6 p.m.  
                               

  What time is it?  6 p.m.  

Response Drill 

 

Cue  Question  Response  

7 p.m.  
                           (    )       

 What time is it?  7 p.m.  

8 p.m.  
                              

 What time is it?  8 p.m.  

10 p.m.  
                              

 What time is it?  10 p.m.  

11 p.m.  
                              

 What time is it?  11 p.m.  

Midnight  
                            

 What time is it?  Midnight.  

2 a.m.  
                            

 What time is it?  2 a.m.  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill 



 

              
4:03 a.m.  

              
5:02 a.m.  

                     
6:15 a.m.  

                   
7:20 a.m.  

                 
8:30 a.m.  

                         
9:45 a.m.  

               
11:00 a.m.  

             
12:30 p.m.  

                   
1:50 p.m.  

                         
5:25 p.m.  

           
7:30 p.m.  

                  
12:05 a.m.  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill 

 

                           
8:40 a.m.  

                           
10:45 a.m.  

                       
11:48 a.m.  

                      
12:53 p.m.  

                        
3:55 p.m.  

                             
11:22 a.m.  

                             
11:35 p.m.  

Substitution Drill  

 

Cue  Pattern  

                                   

 My watch is seventeen minutes slow.  



                                

 Your watch is 17 minutes slow.  

                                          

 Your watch is half an hour slow.  

                                        

 Your watch is 22 minutes slow.  

                                

 My watch is 22 minutes slow.  

Substitution Drill 

 

Cue  Pattern  

                              

 My watch is 9 minutes fast.  

                                          

 My watch is half an hour fast.  

                                  

 His watch is half an hour fast.  

                                       

 His watch is 15 minutes fast.  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

 

(Parts of the Day)  

         
5 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  

        
9 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.  

           
12 a.m. to 12:50 p.m.  

         
1 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

         
4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

         From 6:30 p.m. until around midnight  

            
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.  



        
10:00 p.m. to 3 a.m.  

Transformation Drill  

 

Change from one pattern to the other.  

                   

                 

                       

                   

                   

                   

Transformation Drill  

 

(Change from Pattern 1 to Pattern 2.)  

Pattern 1  Pattern 2  

               

 In the morning  

              ๆ (         )  

In the morning.  Sometime in the morning.  

               ๆ (       )  

In the late morning.  Sometime in the late morning.  

                     ๆ (             )  

At noon.  Sometime around noon.  

                 ๆ (         )  

In the afternoon.  Sometime in the afternoon.  

                 ๆ (         )  

In the late afternoon.  Sometime in the late afternoon  

                 ๆ (         )  

In the evening.  Sometime in the evening.  

               ๆ (       )  

Late at night.  Sometime late at night.  



Response Drill 

 

Cue  Question  Response  

        ๆ (         )                      (    )         ๆ (     

    )       

 When will you return?  Sometime in the 

afternoon.  

        ๆ (         )                               (  )         ๆ (         )  

 When will you study?  In the evening.  

          ๆ (             )                         (   )           ๆ 

(             )       

 When will you eat?  Sometime around noon.  

        ๆ (         )                           (  )         ๆ (     

    )       

 When will you go to his house?  Sometime in the late 

afternoon.  

                                  (  )              

 When will you go get the money?  In the afternoon.  

                                          (  )                

 When will you see your friend off?  At 11 a.m.  

        ๆ (         )                          (    )         ๆ (     

    )       

 When will you go swimming?  Sometime late in the 

afternoon.  

                        (  )         

 When did he come?  Late at night.  

                             (  )              

 When did he go?  Yesterday.  

                                 (  )                  

 When did she go?  At 2 p.m.  

                                    (   )              

 When did he speak to you?  A short time ago.  



Transformation Drill 

 

Observe the following examples:  

A:  
         

this afternoon  (Present or future time)  

 
              

this afternoon  (Past time)  

B:  
        

tonight  (Present or future time)  

 
             

tonight  (Past time)  

 

Pattern 1  Pattern 2  

                       

this late afternoon  this late afternoon  

                             

3 p.m.  3 p.m.  

                       

this morning  this morning  

                       

this evening  this evening  

                           

this noon  this noon  

                             

4 p.m.  4 p.m.  

                             

9 a.m.  9 a.m.  

Substitution Drill 

 

Using the cues given form pairs of sentences like the following with      as the connective:  

Cue:  
                       

Sentences:  
                                   

 I'll get the money (first),  then go to the Post Office.  

Cue  Pattern   



                                  
I'll get a book first,  

                                
then go to the classroom.  

                            
I'll eat first,  

                          
then go to the movies.  

                          
I'll listen to tapes first,  

                              
then go to the library.  

                      
I'll go to the market,  

                      
then home.  

                                       
I'll go live in Bangkok first,  

                                          
then go live in the provinces.  

Response Drill 

 

Cue  Question  Response  

                                   

 Is it noon yet?  Not yet.  

                             

 Is it afternoon yet?  Not yet.  

                             

 Is it evening yet?  Not yet.  

                          

 Is it late (at night) yet?  Not yet.  

                             

 Is it morning yet?  Not yet.  

Exercises  

(Use a cardboard clock face with movable hands with the following exercises.)  

 

 Set the hands on the clock face. One student asks what time it is and another responds 

according to the position of the hands.  



 Set the hands on the clock face, then ask different students what time it will be in ten 

minutes, twenty minutes, one hour, etc.  

 One student asks another what time it is by his watch, when he responds, the first 

student says that his watch is slow or fast by a certain number of minutes according to 

the time indicated by the classroom clock.  

 Set the clock hands. Student A announces the time indicated. Student B asks Student 

C if it is (part of the day) (       ,        , etc.) yet. Student C responds either 

(1) that it is, or (2) that it isn't yet according to the time announced by Student A.  

 Concerning the activities listed below, find out from other students:  

If they did any of them yesterday, and if so, at what time;  

If they will do any of them tomorrow, and if so, at what time;  

If they do any of them every day, and if so, at what time; and if they have done any of 

them yet. If the reply is that they haven't yet, find out if they will do any of them 

tomorrows and if so, at what time.  

 

Activities:  

a)  come to school  b)  go mail a letter  

c)  play music  d)  drive a car  

e)  go to the bank  f)  drink coffee  

g)  go see a doctor  h)  go for a walk  

i)  go shopping  i)  go eat in a restaurant  

k)  go to work  l)  write a letter  

m)  study lessons  n)  play tennis  

o)  go to the market    

Vocabulary  

     
to get, to take  

     /      ๆ (        )  
afternoon, o'clock used for the time 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.  

     
late, slow  

      
morning, a.m.  

         
early morning  

         
hour (measure of Time)  

           
right now  

     
11 p.m. - 3 a.m.  

      
to see  



        
think  

         (    )  
library  

         
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.  

      
evening (used for 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.)  

      
6 p.m. - 12 a.m.  

       
half  

     
to be night  

        
tonight  

         
night time (used for 7 p.m. - 3 a.m.)  

      
more than, to a greater extent or degree  

      
then  

     
o'clock, time  

       
used for past time  

           
when, question word  

     
dark  

      
minutes  

      
in that case  

(   )     
too much  

      
early, fast  

     
to hurry  

     
late, the time 9 a.m. - 11:59 a.m.  

        
noon  

           
midnight  

      
o'clock, used for 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.  

    
o'clock (for the time 1 a.m. - 5 a.m.)  

     
sometime, time, part of (something)  



     
exactly, sharp (of time)  

      
time  

 


