
Lesson 25 
  

Basic Dialog: Making An Acquaintance  

A.  
                            

What's the matter with 

you? Aren't you well?  

B.  
                                  

Nothing's the matter. I'm 

sleepy.  

 
                                        

Last night I went to a 

party so I got to bed a 

little late.  

A.  
             

Was it fun? (Did you 

have a good time?)  

B.  
         

Yes, it was. (I certainly 

did.)  

A.  
           

Who did you meet there? 

(Who was there?)  

B.  
                                     

                 

                            

A lot of people. I made a 

lot of new friends. Oh, I 

ran into a Thai. He said 

he was an old friend of 

yours.  

A.  
             

What was his name?  

B.  
                                          

I can't remember. He 

gave me his card, but I 

forgot to bring it.  

Vocabulary notes  

a.         (  ) 'What's the matter (with you)?' is the normal way to inquire about what 

pain or ailment someone has.  

1. If one has some kind of disease, he may respond as follows:  

            
I have a cold.  

           
I have a fever.  

               
I have the flu.  

Or he may respond as follows:  



              
I have dysentery.  

                 
I have appendicitis.  

                  
'I have cholera.'  

2. If one has an ache or pain, he will give its location:  

          
(Lit. I ache in the head.) I have a headache.  

           
(Lit. I ache in the area of the intestines.) I have a stomach ache.  

 

b.      means 'to be amusing, to be fun, to have a good time, etc.' It may have a place, thing, 

person, or activity as subject.  

 

c.     has the meaning 'get, obtain, procure' when used as the main verb, as in the sentence  

                       I made a lot of new friends.  

 

d. There are several ways to indicate 'lateness' in Thai. The choice is determined by the time 

of day referred to. Observe the following chart:  

Time of Day  Early  Late  

Morning  
           

 
         

 

Late in the day  
           

 
        

 

Evening  
              

 
            

 

Anytime  
           



 

e. When     (often   ) occurs before     ,    , etc., it indicates that the speaker considers 

the earliness to be unexpected or unusual.  

 

f.      means 'to be bored.'          means boring. Observe the following examples:  

       (   ,         ,etc.)  
I'm bored (with him, studying, etc.).  

                  
(He causes me to be bored.) He bores me.  

                       
This movie is boring.  

 

g.      means 'to have fun, have a good time, enjoy oneself' or 'to be fun, entertaining'. 

Observe the following examples:  

         
He's having a good time.  

                     
Working here is not fun.  

               
He's a fun person.  

 

h.     'so' is a word used to connect conditional sentences with result sentences, thus  

                  

                       

He's a dull person so we don't want to talk 

with him.  

 

i.     'to give' is followed by the object and then by the recipient of the object.  

                 He gave a book to me.  

Grammar Drills  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill 



1.  
                                     (  

)      

He comes to work late every 

day, but today he came early.  

2.  
                                          

  (  )     

He goes home late every day, 

but today he went home early.  

3.  
                                     (  

)         

She goes to bed late every 

night, but tonight she went to 

bed early.  

4.  
                             

He always comes late, but 

today he came early.  

5.  
                                       

               

That teacher always comes out 

of the room late, but today she 

came out early.  

Transformation Drill 

 Pattern 1  Pattern 2  

1

.                                      

 He went to bed at midnight.  He went to bed late.  

2

.                                         

 She ate dinner at 11 p.m.  She ate late.  

3

.                                   

 He got up at 5 a.m.  He got up early.  

4

.                                                           

 He came to school at 7:30 a.m.  He came to school early.  

5

.                                        

              

               

 He said he'd return on the tenth, but he returned on the 

fifth.  

He came back early.  

6

.                                         

            

                      

 He goes to bed late every night, but tonight he went to 

bed at 8 p.m.  

He went to bed early.  



Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

 Question  Response  

1.  
                           

 What's the matter with him?  He's ill.  

2.  
                           /      

 What's the matter with you?  I have a headache.  

3.  
                             

 What's the matter with Jim?  He has a cold.  

4.  
                                

 What's the matter with your wife?  She has a fever.  

5.  
                                 

 What's the matter with you?  Nothing.  

6.  
           (  )                 

 What's the matter with you?  I have the flu.  

7.  
           (  )                 

 What's the matter with him?  He has dysentery.  

8.  
                 (  )              

 What's the matter with your son?  He has a belly ache.  

9.  
                 (  )                

                   

 What's the matter with your father?  He's very ill. He has cholera.  

Substitution Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

  
                  

  Was the party fun?  

1.  
                         

  Is the book amusing?  

2.  
                   

  Was the movie fun?  



3.  
                           

  Is Bangkok fun?  

4.  
                                   

  Is studying Thai fun?  

5.  
                               

  Is it enjoyable living here?  

6.  
                             

  Is talking to her fun?  

Response Drill  

 Cue  Question  Response  

1.  very  
                     

  Is the work amusing?  Very amusing.  

2.  not at all  
                        

  Is the work amusing?  Not at all.  

3.  very  
                                

  Is this book amusing?  Very amusing.  

4.  not at all  
                               

  Is living here fun?  Not at all.  

5.  very  
                              

  Is studying Thai fun?  It's a lot of fun.  

6.  not at all  
                              

  Is talking to her fun?  Not at all.  

7.  very  
                        

  Is what he says amusing?  Very amusing.  

8.  not at all  
                         

  Was the movie fun?  Not at all.  

Lexical Drill  

 Pattern 1  Pattern 2  



1.  
                         

 The working isn't amusing.  The work's dull.  

2.  
                                           

 Working here isn't enjoyable.  Working here is boring.  

3.  
                                             

 This movie isn't amusing.  This movie is dull.  

4.  
                                               

 This book isn't amusing.  This book is boring.  

5.  
                                           

 Studying Thai isn't fun.  Studying Thai is boring.  

Lexical Drill  

 Pattern 1  Pattern 2  

1.  
                      

 We're having fun.  We are not (being) bored.  

2.  
                                             

 Last night everybody had fun.  Last night nobody found it dull.  

3.  
                                

 My friend is having a good time.  My friend isn't bored.  

4.  
                    

 I'm having fun.  I'm not being bored.  

Lexical Drill  

 Pattern 1  Pattern 2  

1.  
                      

 We're not enjoying ourselves.  We are bored.  

2.  
                          

 Nobody's having fun.  Everybody is being bored.  

3.  
                                

 John is not enjoying himself.  John is finding it dull.  



4.  
                    

 I'm not having a good time.  I'm being bored.  

Substitution Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

  
               

  He's an amusing person.  

1.  
                                            

  That friend of yours is an amusing person.  

2.  
                                

  Mr. Prapas is an amusing person.  

3.  
                              

  My father is an amusing person.  

4.  
                    

  You are an amusing person.  

5.  
                                                  

  That new student is an amusing person.  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

1.  
                                           

 Last night I went to a party, so I got to bed late.  

2.  
             (   )            

 He goes out a lot, so he's not well.  

3.  
                 (   )                            

 He was in such a hurry to get to Thailand, that he didn't have time to stop off in Europe.  

4.  
                    (  )                 

 I thought you already knew, so I didn't tell you.  

5.  
                (  )                 

 I left home in such a hurry, that I forgot to bring any money.  

6.  
                                       



 There's no place to park around here, so I had to take the bus.  

7.  
                                           

 Today my wife had to use the car, so I had to come by taxi.  

8.  
                                          

 He's such a dull person that we don't want to talk with him.  

9.  
                                                         

 Today my wife and children went out, so I had to stay home alone.  

10.  
                                  (   )                          

 That woman thought you were married, so she didn't want to go out with you.  

11.  
                                                  

 She doesn't speak English, so I must talk Thai to her.  

12.  
                                       

 I stopped at a friend's house, so I got home late.  

Transformation Drill  

 

Make a statement expressing what is in the conversational exchange using    .  

  Pattern 1 and 2  Pattern 3  

1

.       

   :  

           

                   

 

  Why did you go to bed so late?   

 
       :                                            

                     

  Because I went to a party.  Somsak went to a party so he went to bed 

late.  

2

.       

   :  

                         
 

  Why isn't John well?   

 
       :                                               

               



  Because he ate too much.  John ate too much, so he isn't well.  

3

.       

   :  

           

                           

 

  Why didn't you stop in Europe?   

 
       :                                        

                            

  Because I didn't have time.  Sawat didn't have time, so he didn't stop off 

in Europe.  

4

.       

   :  

                       
 

  Why did John come by bus?   

 
       :                                             

                 

  Because he can't drive.  John can't drive, so he came by bus.  

5

.       

   :  

           

                        

        

 

  Why do you speak English with 

them?  

 

 
       :                          

   

                     

                             

        

  Because they can't speak Thai.  They can't speak Thai, so Sawat has to 

speak English with them.  

6

.       

   :  

                         

       

 

  Why doesn't Jim like that woman?   

 
       :                                                

                    



  Because that woman isn't pretty.  That woman isn't pretty, so Jim doesn't like 

her.  

7

.       

   :  

             

                            

 

  Why didn't you understand?   

 
       :                                      

                 

  Because I didn't listen.  Pricha didn't listen, so he didn't understand.  

8

.       

   :  

                           

                          

 

  Why were you in such a hurry to 

leave last night, Sawat?  

 

 
       :                                           

               

  Because I was bored.  Last night Sawat was bored, so he left in a 

hurry.  

Substitution Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

  
                 

  He gave me his card.  

1.  
                                        

  He gave me this book.  

2.  
                    

  He gave me some money.  

3.  
                                    

  He gave me a camera.  

4.  
                      

  He gave me a radio.  

5.  
                                      

  She gave me her telephone number.  



6.  
                  

  She gave me a picture.  

7.  
                      

  They gave me a pen.  

8.  
                    

  They gave me a notebook.  

Substitution Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

  
                       

  I made many new friends.  

1.  
                               

  I got many books.  

2.  
          ๆ                 ๆ           

  I procured many good books.  

3.  
     (    )                     

  I earned many hundred baht.  

4.  
                              

  I obtained several watches.  

5.  
                     

  I got many pictures.  

6.  
       (     )                        

  I earned many prizes.  

7.  
            ๆ                   ๆ         

  I procured several skilled subordinates.  

Response Drill 

Give negative answers to the questions.  

 Question  Response  

1.  
        (  )                  

 What's the matter with you?  Nothing.  



2.  
                              

 What are you doing?  Nothing.  

3.  
                        

 What did you say?  Nothing.  

4.  
                    

 Where are you going?  Nowhere.  

5.  
                         

 Who do you know?  I don't know anybody.  

6.  
                         

 Who do you want to meet?  Nobody.  

7.  
                        

 What are you thinking about?  Nothing.  

8.  
                          

 What did you buy?  Nothing.  

9.  
                             

 Did anybody see anything?  Nobody saw anything.  

Exercises  

a) One student asks another what is the matter with him. The second responds with some type 

of ailment.  

 

b) One student asks another whether he considers certain people, places, things, or activities 

to be amusing or fun. The second responds with his opinion. The questions may be specific 

(the person you met at the party last night, etc.) or they may be general (learning Thai, etc.)  

 

c) Student A will ask Student B why he did or didn't do something (ex: Why did you go to 

bed late last night?). Student B will give a reason (ex: Because I went to a party). Student C 

will pretend he didn't understand and will ask Student A what was said (ex: Excuse me, I 

didn't understand. What did he say?). Student A will tell him. Use the following examples as a 

model:  

Student A:                                 

Student B:                     



Student C:                                        

Student A:                                             

25.4 Vocabulary  

       
to be bored  

     
To get, obtain, procure  

   (   )  
head  

(    )     
(to have) (a) fever  

(    )         
(to have) flu  

       (  )  
subordinate  

     
to forget  

          
to be dull  

    (      )  
movie (story)  

         
to be sleepy  

     
to ache, have a pain  

      (     )  
prize (kind)  

(    )            
(to have) cholera  

(    )        
(to have) dysentery  

(    )           
(to have) appendicitis  

      
to be amusing, to be fun, to have a good time  

       
head (elegant word)  

   /        
very early  

      
stomach, intestinal area  



(    )      
(to have) a cold  

 


