
Lesson 33 
  

BASIC DIALOG – Renting a House (3)  

A.  
                                        

I heard you had a house 

to rent; is that true?  

B.  
                                      

                                 

Yes, I have several. What 

kind do you want: one 

story, two stories, or one 

and a half stories?  

A.  
                                             

                                            

I want a house with three 

bedrooms and completely 

screened in. Either two 

stories or one and a half 

stories is o.k.  

B.  
                         

Do you want a masonry 

or a wooden house?  

A.  
               

Either is o.k.  

B.  
                                                 

I have a two storey house, 

half masonry and half 

wood.  

 
                     

It is a modern style house  

 
                                  

Outside it’s light green; 

inside it’s white.  

 
                                          

Upstairs there are three 

bedrooms and one bath.  

 
                              

                                  

Downstairs there is a 

living room, kitchen, 

dining room, and another 

bathroom  

 
       

                                               

And, at the back of the 

house there are separate 

servant quarters and 

storage space.  

A.  
                

Is there a carport?  

B.  
       

Yes, there is.  

Grammar notes  

Use of        



When       follows Noun+   , it indicates that either of two or more of the options is 

acceptable.  

A:  
                         

What time of day should I go to your 

house?  

 

  
             

Morning is O.K.   

  
               

Noon is O.K.   

B:  
             =  

 Any time is all right   

  
                

Nighttime is O.K.   

  
    ...     

...   

A:  
                           

Which restaurant shall we eat at?   

  
            

This restaurant is O.K.   

  
             

That restaurant is O.K.   

B:  
              

 Any one is all right   

  
             

The restaurant over there is 

O.K.  

 

อยา  versus อยา      

     and         both mean 'want' or 'would like', but they are used differently.  

 

     is usually followed by a Verb Phrase and only rarely by a Noun Phrase; whereas, 

        is normally followed by a Noun Phrase. Observe the following examples:  

 Subject +  Verb +  Complement (verb 

phrase)  

(1)  
              

 I  want to  go  

(2)  
                             

 I  want to  go and live in the provinces  



 

 Subject +  Verb +  Complement (noun 

phrase)  

(1)  
                   

 I  want  a house  

(2)  
                                  

 I  want  a house with two 

bedrooms.  

Two types of noun compounds  

Following are two of the ways that Noun Compounds may be formed in Thai:  

(1)  Noun compound:  Noun + verb phrase  

 
           living room:      room +     receive +     guest  

 
        bedroom:      +     sleep  

 
            storeroom:      +      store +     things  

 
            dining room:      +     eat +      rice  

 

(2)  Noun compound:  Noun + noun  

 
          dining room:      +       food  

 
(    )      kitchen:      +      kitchen  

 
      carport:     building +    vehicle  

 
          flower garden:     garden +        flower  

 
     (    ) lawn, yard:      yard, field +      grass  

Observe the following compounds with     model, type, style:  

            
a Thai style house  



              
a Western style house  

                 
a new style house  

                
a modern style house  

                  
a one story house  

                
a two story house  

                  
a storey and a half house  

Vocabulary notes  

1.  The following words and phrases are used with houses:  

  
      

mosquito net  

  
         

screen (for window, etc.)  

 
                

to be screened  

 
                     

to be completely screened  

 

2.  The following are some of the color words in Thai:  

 Basic color  Light color  Dark color  

green  
                                  

yellow  
                                     

red  
                            

brown  
                                        

blue  
                                   

navy blue  
          

 
        

white  
       

...  ...  

black  
       

...  ...  



Drills  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

 Question  Response  

1.  
                                        

 Do you like stucco houses or wood houses?  Either  

2.  
                                  

 What kind of house do you prefer?  Any kind.  

3.  
                                   

 Where would you like to live?  Anywhere.  

4.  
                                                   

 What would you like to be a doctor or a soldier?  (Any occupation) is fine.  

5.  
                                    

 What time are we going?  Any time is all right.  

6.  
                                                

                  

 Is "Chalerm" a man's name or a woman's name?  It could be either a man's name or a 

woman's name  

Substitution Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

  
                                 

  Either a two story one or a one story one is O.K.  

1.  
  ,                            

  It doesn’t matter whether we go or not.  

2.  
            ,                                                          

  It doesn’t make any difference whether you do it now or 

a little later.  

3.  
                  ,                                                

  It’s all right with me whether you have me wait here or 

there.  



4.  
             ,                                         

  Either a stucco or a wooden house is O.K.  

5.  
     ,                                             

  It could be either a Thai or a foreigner.  

Substitution Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

  
                                  

  I want a house with three bedrooms.  

1.  
                                             

  I want a house that is screened.  

2.  
                                   

  I want a two story house.  

3.  
                                 

  I want a Thai style house.  

4.  
                         

  I want a new car.  

5.  
                                           

  I want that book.  

6.  
                                                           

  I want a map of Thailand  

7.  
        ๆ                   ๆ  

  I want (to get) a lot of money.  

Response Drill  

 Cue  Question  Response  

1.  
                                 

  What color is your house?  Light blue.  

2.  
                                       

  What color is your new car?  Black  



3.  
                                        

  What color is your house on the outside?  White  

4.  
                                                 

  What color is his coat?  Light yellow.  

5.  
                                                        

  What color is that pair of shoes?  Dark brown.  

Transformation Drill (Form Pattern 3 from Patterns 1 and 2)  

 Patterns 1 and 2  Pattern 3  

1

.                                          

 
                   

 

 His house is green  His house is a darker color than mine.  

 My house is light green.   

2

.                            

       

                                          

           

 
                            

        

 

 The chairs in Prapas' room are dark 

yellow.  

The chairs in Prapas' room are of darker color than 

those in Prasert's room.  

 The chairs in Prasert's room are 

light yellow.  

 

3

.                                              

 
                   

 

 That car is red.  That car is darker colored than this one.  

 This car is light red.   

4

.                                                            

 
                   

 

 That suit is blue.  That suit is darker than this one.  

 This suit is light blue.   

5

.                                                                    



 
                            

 

 That pair of shoes is dark brown.  That pair of shoes is darker in color than this pair.  

 This pair of shoes is light brown.   

6

.                                    

 
             

 

 I like navy blue.  I like darker colors than he.  

 He likes light blue.   

Repeat the drill using          rather than        .  

 Patterns 1 and 2  Pattern 3  

1

.                            

       

                                           

           

 
                            

        

 

 The chairs in Prapas' room are dark 

yellow.  

The chairs in Prasert' room are of a lighter color than 

those in Prapas's room.  

 The chairs in Prasert's room are 

light yellow.  

 

2

.                                               

 
                   

 

 That car is red.  This car is lighter colored than that one.  

 This car is light red.   

3

.                                                             

 
                  

 

 That suit is blue.  This suit is lighter than that one.  

 This suit is light blue.   

4

.                                                                     

 
                            

 

 That pair of shoes is dark brown.  This pair of shoes is lighter in color than that pair.  

 This pair of shoes is light brown.   



5

.                                     

 
             

 

 I like navy blue.  He likes lighter colors than I.  

 He likes light blue.   

Expansion Drill  

1.  
        

 
            

 
                   

 
                         

 
                             

 
                                    

 
                                             

 
                                                      

2.  
               

 
                  

 
                           

 
                               

 
                                           

 
                                                   

3.  
            

 
               

 
                       

 
                                



 
                                             

 
                                                       

4.  
          

 
                     

 
                            

 
                                          

 
                                                     

 
                                                              

Response Drill  

 Question  Response  

1.  
                                                  

2.  
                                           

3.  
                                      

4.  
                                 

5.  
                                

6.  
                                        

7.  
                          

8.  
                               

Exercises  

a)  Find out if someone has a house to rent. He indicates that he has several, and asks you if 

you want a single story house. You say you want a two story house.  

b)  Tell someone that you have a masonry house that is completely screened in. Ask him if he 

wants to rent it. He says he doesn't.  

c)  Ask someone if he has a half masonry and half wooden house to rent. He says he has two. 

You ask him where they are. He says they are on Sukhumwit Lane.  



d)  Ask the teacher whether most Thais live in modern style houses or old style, Thai or 

foreign.  

e)  Tell someone you have a house to rent. He asks you what color it is. You say it's white on 

the outside and light green on the inside.  

f)  Describe the house you are now living in in terms of: 1) number of storeys; 2) material it 

is made out of; 3) the color it is painted, inside and out; 4) what rooms it has and whether 

they are upstairs or down; 5) whether it has servants' quarters, storage space, a carport, 

flower garden, and a yard.  

g)  Various students ask about the colors of various objects in the classroom; other students 

respond with the correct answers.  

h)  One student asks another questions of the following kind: "Do you like ____ or ____?" to 

which the response "Any (kind, thing, where, etc.)" is given.  

i)  One student asks another what kind of ___ he wants. The second responds with a 

description of the kind he wants.  

Vocabulary  

      
light (color)  

        (    )  
a wooden house  

        (    )  
a stucco home, brick house (building)  

     
model, type, style  

     
patio, porch without a roof  

       (      )  
terrace, balcony, porch  

        
upstairs  

           
one story  

           
one and a half stories  

          
downstairs, ground floor  

(  )     
black  

(  )     
red  

        
to hear  

       (   )  
flower  



    (     )  
sky (sky blue)  

          (    )  
dining room  

            (    )  
storage space; storage room  

         (    )  
kitchen  

         (    )  
bathroom, restroom  

           (    )  
a living room  

      
grass  

     
dark (color)  

     
white  

       
green  

           
light green  

     
pair  

        
navy blue; dark blue  

        
yellow  

    (   ,     )  
wood, stick  

     (    )  
mosquito net  

         
screen (for window, etc.)  

(  )           
blue  

(  )          
sugar, brown (as color)  

         
corridor  

       
garage  

        (   ,     )  
shoes (pair; one of a pair)  

      (    )  
house (in older Thai)  



            
servants’ quarters  

      
time, period, era, age, reign  

          
modern  

     (    )  
lawn, yard  

   (  )  
color  

         
two story  

    (   )  
garden  

           
flower garden  

(    )         
to be separate  

   (  )  
to paint, smear, spread (on)  

         
modern, up-to-date  

    (       )  
to be screened  

         
to want, need  

 


