Lesson 35


Lesson 35 – Review Dialog
A.
B.

Have you found a house to rent
yet?
I'm still looking.

A.

Do you know anyone who has a
house to rent?
I have a relative.

B.

He told me that he had a house to
rent.
Where?

A.

๑๒

On Phaholyothin Lane 12
It’s not old, but it's not new.

B.

With a modern kitchen, a carport,
and servants’ quarters.
How many bedrooms are there?

A.

Three bedrooms and two baths.

B.

What's the road like in that soi?

A.

Good. The water and electricity are
good. There are also telephones in
that area.

B.

What does he charge for rent?

A.

Four thousand, five hundred per
month, not including water,
electricity, telephone and gas.

B.
A.

The tenant has to pay those
himself.
Four thousand five hundred! Any
discount at all?
He told me that he could come
down a little.

If you are interested, I'll ask him
for you.
Thank you very much.

B.

Please inquire about it for me.
Nowadays it's extremely difficult
to find good houses.
Yes, there are few houses and
more and more people needing
them.

ๆ
A.

As a result, rents are getting
higher everyday.

Grammar notes
A large number of stative verbs may be grouped together as binary sets with opposite
meanings, such as

:

good/bad, etc. If a model like the following Is drawn with

ascending and descending degrees of 'goodness' and 'badness', it will be observed that the
change from one to the other is a gradual thing: (i.e. passing through an infinite number of
gradations):

Going from
be going down (

towards

would be going up (

) and going the opposite direction would

).

In this situation

'getting better' indicates that a change is taking place and the direction

of the change is towards 'goodness' (upwards). It does not tell us what the situation was (how
good or how bad) when the change began or how far it has progressed. A similar situation in
reverse is pictured in

'getting worse'.

It would be incorrect to read some deep philosophic meaning into the fact that one stative
verb occurs with

and its opposite with

. It is no more significant than the fact that

some adjectives occur with 'more' and some with '-er' in the comparative in English. In the
following list of binary sets the first member occurs with

; the second with

:

competent : very bad

:

fast : slow

:

expensive : cheap

:

clean : dirty

:

hot : cold

:

much, many : little, few

:

having an easy time : having a hard time

:

rich : poor

:

heavy : light

:
,

tall, big : small

:

long : short

:

fat : thin

:

hard : easy

:

tall : short (of persons)

:

hard : soft

:

Use of

and จน as stative verbs

Stative verbs like

,

, etc. that usually occur with

may occur with

to indicate

an intensification of a situation already in existence. Observe the difference in meaning
between

and

in in the following examples:

Situation

Pattern

He used to be rich. Now he has less money.

He's getting poorer.

He was poor already. Now he's even poorer than before.

He's getting even

1.

2.

poorer.

Grammar Drills
Substitution Drill
Cue

Pattern
Rents are going up.

1.
2.

Food is getting more
expensive.
The food is getting better.

3.

The weather is getting better.

4.

The weather is getting hotter.

5.
6.

The weather is getting more
comfortable.
I feel better.

7.

He feels better.

8.

He is getting more skillful.

9.

He is improving.

10.

ภ ษ

My Thai is improving.

ภ ษ

11.

Our school is improving.

12.

Our school is getting bigger.

13.

Our school is getting more
beautiful.
That lady is getting more
beautiful.
That lady is getting better.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

ภ ษ

ภ ษ
ภ ษ

I’m getting to know him
better and better.
My ability to speak Thai is
improving.
The rate at which I speak
Thai is going up.

19.

I driver faster (than
previously).
I work faster (than
previously).

20.

Substitution Drill
Cue

Pattern
The rent is going down.

1.

Things are getting cheaper.

2.

Cars are getting cheaper.

3.

The car is slowing down.

4.

He reduces the car’s speed.

5.

His driving is getting worse.

6.

That school is getting worse.

7.

That school is getting smaller.

Substitution Drill
Cue

Pattern

At present there is an increasing demand for houses.
1.
At present we have more and more teachers.
2.
At present I spend more and more money.
3.
At present I have more and more money.
4.

ภ ษ

ภ ษ
At present I speak more and more Thai.

5.

At present I have to buy more and more food.
6.
At present I work more and more.

Progressive Substitution Drill
Cue

Pattern

At present we have fewer students.
1.
At present we have fewer teachers.
2.

ๆ

ๆ
At present, we have a smaller number of
competent staff.

3.

ๆ

ๆ
At present we have a lower number of good
doctors.

4.
At present we have less work to do.
5.
At present we have less money.
6.
At present we earn less money.
7.
At present we spend less money
8.
At present we shop less.
9.
At present we eat less.

Transformation Drill น and ลง
Cue

Pattern 1 and 2

Pattern 3

1.

Yesterday he was not well; today his Today he feels better.
is all right.
2.

Before this he did not understand the Now he understands the Thais better.
Thais. Now he understands the Thais
well
3.

ภ ษ

ภ ษ

ษ

ษ
ภ ษ

ษ

Formerly there were a few people
Now there are more and more people
who could speak English. Now there who can speak English.
are many people who can speak
English.
4.

Last month the light bill was two
This month the light bill has gone down.
hundred baht. This month the light
bill was one-hundred and fifty baht.
5.

In the old days there were many
Nowadays there are fewer canals in
canals in Bangkok. Nowadays there Bangkok.
are fewer canals in Bangkok.
6.

Formerly there were many people
visiting that place. Nowadays there
are few people visiting that place.

Nowadays there are fewer people
visiting that place.

7.

That house was new. Now that house That house has gotten older.
is old.
8.

Formerly it was not difficult to find a At present it is increasingly difficult to
house (for rent). At present it is
find a house.
difficult to find a house (to rent).
9.

Formerly this area was inconvenient. At present, this area is more convent.
At present this area is convenient.
10
.

Formerly there were few university
graduates. At present there are a lot
of university graduates.

At present the number of university
graduates is increasing.

Transformation Drill
(Form sentences with the cue words and
Cue
1a
. .

Pattern 1 and 2
1.
2.

or

as indicated by the situation)
Cue

Pattern 3

hot

1. Yesterday, it was hot.
2. Today, it's very hot.

Today it's hotter.

b
.

Today
Yesterday
2a
. .

Today it's hotter than yesterday
1.

2.

expensive

b
.

1. Formerly the rent was 2,000
Baht per month.
2. Today the rent is 4,000
Baht per month.

Today the rent is more expensive.

1.

2.
cheap

1. The rent in those days.

Today the rent is more expensive
than in those days.

2. The rent today
1.

3a
. .

2.
nice to live

b
.

1. Formerly, this are is not so
nice to live in.
2. Today, this area is nice to
live in.

Today, this area is nicer to live in.

formerly

Today, this area is nicer than in
those days.

today
4a
. .

1.

2.
good

1. Formerly the road was bad.
2. At present the road is good.

b
.

Today the road is better.

(

formerly

)

Now the road is better than
before.

now
5a
. .

1.

2.
There are a lot. 1. Formerly there were few
Westerners here.
2. Now there are a lot of
Westerners here.
b
.

Now there are more Westerners
here.

(

formerly
today

Sentence Formation Drill

)

There are more Westerners now
than those days.

Using the information give in the cue sentence, form sentences with

or

so as to

illustrate the type of change underway.
Cue

Pattern

He used to be rich.
Now he has less money.

He is getting poorer.

He was poor.
Now he is poorer than he was before.

He's getting even poorer.

Things used to be expensive.
Now the price of things is going down.

Things are getting cheaper.

Things were already cheap.

Things are getting even
cheaper.

1. a.

b.

2. a.

b.

Now things are cheaper than before.
3. a.

He used to be a good person.
Now he isn’t good.

He's turning bad.

He wasn't a good person.
Now he's worse than formerly.

He's getting even worse.

b.

4. a.

The weather was hot.
Now it has turned cold.

It<'s getting colder.

Yesterday it was cold.

The weather's becoming even
colder.

b.

Today it’s colder than it was yesterday.
5. a.

That woman used to be fat.
Now she has lost a lot of weight.

She's getting thinner.

b.

She was a thin person.
She's getting even thinner.
Yesterday I met her. She was much thinner than before.
6 a.

Somsak used to have it easy.
Now he has a lot of work to do.

It's getting harder for him.

Somsak was already having a hard time.

It's getting even harder for
him.

b.

Now he has to work harder than before.

Basic Episode

ๆ
ภ
ๆ

๒๗

Translation of Episode

Mr. John White is a State Department official. He has just arrived in Thailand. He came to
work at the American Embassy. At present, he is staying at the Rama Hotel. He as been
looking for a house for many days.

He doesn't want to live in an apartment because he prefers a house. He wants a big house
because there are five persons in his family: John, his wife and three children.

Good houses are hard to find and the rent is too expensive. John gets 5,000 baht a month for
his housing allowance, but the houses he has looked at are at least 5,500 Baht a month. Today
rent in Bangkok is very high because there are more demands.

Today is Saturday. John goes to see a house agent. The house agent takes him to look at a
house on Sukumwit, Lane 27. This house is not too old, nor brand new. It is a two-story brick
house with three bedrooms and two bathrooms. There is a big living room, dining room, and a
modern kitchen. There is a carport adjoining the house. At the back of the house, there is a
storage room and a servants' quarters. There is a big lawn in front of the house.

The landlord charged 5,500 Baht a month for the rent, but for John he came down to 5,000
Baht which is 500 Baht exactly. He had John sign a lease for one year and pay him three
months rent in advance. This 5,000 Baht includes furniture. The house is completely
furnished except for air conditioners. As for water, electricity, telephone and gas, John has to
pay them himself. John told the landlord that he was going to move into the new house on
December 1.

Questions on the Episode
Answer the following questions according to the story given:
1.
What does John do for a living?
2.
Has he been in Thailand long?
3.
Where is he staying now?
4.
Why does he have to look for a house?
5.
Why doesn't he want to live in an apartment?

ๆ

6.
Why does John need a rather large house?
7.

Why did he have to spend many days looking for a new home?
8.

Does he get enough housing allowance to pay for the rent at 5,500 baht per month?
9.
Where is the house John agrees to rent?
10.
What kind of house is it?
(a)

. . . . . Two or one story?

(b)

. . . . . . . . . . Masonry or wooden?

(c)

. . . . . . . . What rooms are there?

(d)

. . . . . . . . . .How many bedrooms?

(e)

. . .A small or big house?

(f)

. . . . . Any carport? Where?

11.
How much does the landlord charge for the rent?
12.
Is it furnished? What do they have for furniture?
13.

๕๐๐๐
Does the 5,000 baht rent include water and electricity?

14.
How long a lease did John sign?
15.
How much deposit does he have to pay?
16.
When is he going to move into the new house?

Exercises
a) Suppose one student is Mr. John White; another a house agent. Have the two students
carry on a conversation based on the story given.
b) Suppose one student is Mr. Smith, a bachelor, looking for a one-bedroom apartment;
another student is a landlord. Have them carry on a conversation using the sentences they

have learned.
c) Discuss situations that are in a state of flux whether getting better, worse, harder, etc. For
example:
1) Someone is richer or poorer than he used to be.
2) Some things are cheaper or more expensive than formerly.
3) The weather is colder or hotter than it was two months ago or will be three
months hence.
4) Someone's relatives are much fatter or thinner than they were some time in the
past or will be some time in the future.
d) Compare various people or things in terms of physical size. For example,
. . . . . My father is a foot taller than my mother.

Vocabulary
to be soft, tender
to be fat, stout
to be light (in weight)
to be large, big, major, main
to be hard, firm, strong, stiff
not old but not new
to be hard, difficult, troublesome
to be bad, poor (in quality); low (in character)
too . . . , so . . .
to be much, many; a lot; very
to be colder (weather, person)
to be heavy; hard (of work); severely, very
to be simple, easy
to be thin (not fat)
to be clean

to be short (in length)
to be dirty
to be high, tall
to be short, low (in height)
White (English name)

