
Lesson 40 
  

Basic Dialog: Banking and shopping trip  

A.  
                   

Do you have any change?  

B.  
                     

Yes, but not as much as 100 

Baht.  

A.  
                                             

Well, could I borrow 20 

Baht, then? Thank you.  

B.  
                       

You are going somewhere 

today?  

A.  
    ธ       

To the bank.  

B.  
                    

To deposit money?  

A.  
                     

No, to get some money out.  

 
                                    

And, I am also taking a 

“farang” friend to change 

some money,  

 
                     

Because we are going 

shopping.  

 
                                    

She wants some Thai silk, a 

silver bowl,  

 
                            

And a wooden salad bowl.  

Basic Dialog: (Part 2)  

A.  
                ๆ                      

You know of any 

good and 

inexpensive shops?  

B.  
                      

Yes, the “Thai 

merchandise” shop.  

 
              ๆ     ๆ               

They have a large 

selection of 

beautiful and good 

things.  

 
                               ๆ  

Their work is very 

good because they 

have good artisans.  

A.  
                    

That’s true, it just 

occurred to me.  



B.  
                               

By the way, are you 

going to go by 

“Nana Phan” shop?  

A.  
                        

Yes, could I get you 

something?  

B.  
                          

Could you buy some 

flashlight batteries 

for me?  

A.  
            

How many do you 

want?  

B.  
                                             

Two, and three 

sixty-watt light 

bulbs.  

 
                    

Here’s the money.  

A.  
                   

Don’t bother about 

it yet,  

 
                          

because I don’t 

know how much it’s 

going to be.  

Vocabulary notes  

A.  
         means 'to get money (from the bank)' either by (a) taking money out of an 

account:         or (b) by cashing a check:                    

B.  
    is used to indicate that a certain point, degree, or amount has been reached.  

 When used as a main verb, it means 'to reach, get to' or 'to be as much as (with amounts)'.  

 
                            I have change but not as much as 100 baht.  

C.  
   ,     ,         means 'to be a great deal, a lot, plenty.' It frequently replaces 

    in colloquial speech in the sense of 'large number or quantity', but not in the sense of 

'very'.  

 
                 'He has a lot of good things.'  

D.  
      means (a) 'craftmanship' as in                  .  

 
'This table is well made (good craftmanship)' and (b) 'manual skill'             'a skilled 

craftman'. Note that            and            mean the same thing. [See 37.2b]  

E.  
     in the sentence           is used to emphasize the fact that the loan is to be of 



very short duration. (The speaker is emphasizing that he really does not need a loan, but 

there seems to be no other solution, since the other person does not have change for his 

bank note.)  

F.  
    means 'merely, just, as little as'. It normally precedes a number or a quantitative 

expression and implies that the speaker considers the number or amount referred to as not 

very large.  

 
Borrower:                      

 ‘Can I borrow 100 baht?' (I am sure you will let me have it, since it is such a small 

amount).  

 
     means 'as much as, as many as'. It is used in the same types of constructions as     

but it implies that the speaker considers the amount referred to as quite large, hence the 

prospective lender might respond to the above request with                      'a 

hundred baht!'  

 (That is a lot of money)  

G.  
In sentences like                         ,      has the meaning 'since you are 

going to be doing something anyway, it won't be too much trouble for you to do me a 

favor too, would it?'  

H.  
    is used when pointing to something that has been sought.  

 A.  
               

'Which one is John?'  

 B.  
        (  )  

'That one' (pointing at him).  

Grammar notes  

     in compounds  

     means a person who has skill in some craft or trade. It is the head noun in many noun 

compounds like the following:  

          'barber':       +       'to cut hair'  

             'tailor':       +          'to cut (out) clothing'  

        'jeweler':       +     'gold'  

            'photographer':       +         'take pictures'  



        'carpenter':       +     'wood'  

       'nielloware maker':       +    'make nielloware'  

            'carver':       +         'to carve'  

Completive verbs  

Completive verbs* in Thai are somewhat similar to certain types of adverbs in English that 

occur with verbs and form constructions having a completely different meaning, such as 

figure out, bring up, etc., except that in Thai the completive verb usually indicates that the 

action referred to in the main verb was brought to conclusion, thus     'to think' and 

       'to figure out'. If the result of the action is unsuccessful, the negative is placed 

before the completive, not the main verb:  

           
'I did not succeed in figuring it out*  

                   
'It is very difficult. I can't figure it out*  

                             
'I can't recall where he lives.'  

*Noss. page 125 ff.  

Pronoun immediately after its antecedent  

In English use of the personal pronoun immediately after its noun antecedent, such as Mary 

she, or my friend he, etc. is considered substandard English. This is not the case in Thai. 

Examples of this type (in the third person) are very common. The choice of pronoun is 

dependent on the degree of intimacy and the relative status levels of the speaker and the 

person referred to.  

A.  
           

'(my) friend he’  Not intimate, about equal status.  

B.  
         

'my children they'  Intimate, equal status.  

C.  
               

'Mr. Prapas he'  Least intimate, superior status 

(rank or age) to speaker.  

Constructions with      

Borrow and lend are related in Thai in much the same way as in English. Observe the 

examples below:  



Subject  
         

Object  Lender  (Amount)  

khun A  
               

khun B  10 baht  

Mr. A  asks to  borrow  money  from Mr. B  10 baht  

 'Mr. A asks Mr. B for the loan of 10 baht.'  

Compare the above with this:  

Subject  
     

Object  Recipient  
     

(Amount)  

khun A  
           

khun B  
     

5 baht  

Mr. A  gave  money  (to) Mr. B  to borrow  5 baht  

 'Mr. A lent Mr. B five baht.'  

To give to...  

    is used to indicate that you are entrusting some task to another person or something to 

an institution.  

(NP)  
     

(NP)  Verb Phrase  

(  )       (   )              

(I)  intrust  (you)  to buy medicine (for me) too.  

'Could you buy some medicine (for me) too.'  

 

In sentences like the following:  

                 ๆ               

'I will buy pretty dresses to give to my wife'.  

    means only 'to give too'.  

        + materials  

The following construction is used to indicate what material an object is made of.  

NP  
           

Material  

                            



 'This table is made of wood.'  

Other material such as      'silver',        'teak',       'iron',      ษ 'paper', or 

      'glass'.  

The construction above is also used in a limited number of cases to indicate the instrument 

that was used in making something, as in this example:  

                         
'That bag is handmade'  

In place of    ,        (    ) 'machine' could be used.  

Grammar Drills  

Sentence Construction Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

1.  
   ,     ,                                  

 He, money, 100 baht  Does he have as much as 100 baht?  

2.  
   ,           ,                                      

 You, change, 10 baht  Do you have as much as 10 baht change?  

3.  
   ,        , ธ     , 

         

            ธ                    

 He, money in the bank, one million baht  Does he have as much as one million baht in the 

bank?  

4.  
           ,         ,                                            

 This school, students, 100  Are there as many as 100 students in this 

school?  

5.  
           ,        ,                                                 

 This library, books, 500  Are there as many as 500 books in this library?  

6.  
   ,     ,                                            

 You, time, half an hour  Do you have as much as half an hour?  

Substitution Drill  



 Cue  Pattern  

  
                             

  I don’t have as much as 100 baht in change.  

1.  
    ,                                 

 money, 100 Baht  I don’t have as much as 100 baht.  

2.  
       ธ     ,                         ธ                        

 Money in the bank, one thousand baht  I don’t have as much as 1,000 baht in the bank.  

3.  
        ,                                   

 Students, 100  I don’t have as many as 1,000 students.  

4.  
      ,                               

 helpers, ten  I don’t have as many as 10 helpers.  

5.  
         ,                                            

 time left, one month  I have less than a month left.  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

1.  
                                          

 He pays for the rent less than three thousand baht a month.  

2.  
            ธ                    

 He doesn’t have as much as one million baht in the bank.  

3.  
                              

 He has only less than a month left.  

4.  
              (  )             

 I have worked here less than a year.  

5.  
                                

 He just bought this car less than a year ago.  

Substitution Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

  
                             

  May I borrow twenty baht?  



1.  
            ,                                                 

  May I borrow your newspaper for a few minutes?  

2.  
  ,                                             

  May I borrow your car for only half an hour?  

3.  
     ,      ,                                

  May I borrow a pen?  

4.  
                ,                                             

  May I borrow this book for two days?  

5.  
          ๆ,                         ๆ             

  May I borrow two good books?  

Transformation Drill  

 Pattern 1 and 2  Pattern 3  

 Example I:   

 
A.                               B            A 

           

 May I borrow 10 baht?  Mr. B lent Mr. A 10 baht.  

 
B.      

 

 O.k.   

 Example II:   

 
A.                               A              B 

              B            

 May I borrow 10 baht?  Mr. A asks Mr. B for a ten baht 

loan, but Mr. B won't lend it to him.  

 
B.         

 

 No.   

1.  
A.                              A               B 

        B         

 Could I borrow a pen?  Mr. A asks Mr. B for the loan of a 

pen but Mr. B won’t lend it to him.  

 
B.         

 



 No.   

2.  
A.                                          B        A 

                 

 May I borrow this newspaper?  Mr. B lent Mr. A a newspaper.  

 
B.      

 

 O.k.   

3.  
A.                                   B        A 

                     

 May I borrow two books?  Mr. B lent Mr. A two books.  

 
B.      

 

 Yes.   

4.  
A.                              A               B 

       B         

 My I borrow a pen?  Mr. A asks Mr. B for a loan of a 

pen, but Mr. B won’t lend one to 

him.  

 
B.         

 

 No.   

5.  
A.                                          B        A 

                      

 A. May I borrow your typewriter for a few minutes?  Mr. B lent Mr. A a typewriter.  

 
B.            

 

 You may take it.   

6.  
A.                                         A 

                      B 

       B         

 May I borrow the tape recorder for an hour?  Mr. A asks Mr. B for a tape 

recorder, but Mr. B won’t lend it to 

him.  

 
B.     ษ                    

 



 Sorry, I have to use it.   

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

1.  
                      

 John doesn’t want to go.  

2.  
                  ๆ  

 My children like sweet things.  

3.  
                          

 My boss doesn’t like me to be late.  

4.  
                         

 My wife likes this house.  

5.  
    ฯ              

 The prime minister is busy.  

6.  
                             

 That child has been here a long time.  

Sentence Construction Drill  

 Cue  Pattern  

1.  
            ,                              

 This salad bowl, wood  This salad bowl is made of wood.  

2.  
        ,                            

 This bowl, silver  This bowl is made of silver.  

3.  
          ,                                  

 This table, teak  This table is made of teak.  

4.  
         ,                                   

 This cup, plastic  This cup is made of plastic.  

5.  
                 ,                                   

 That cigarette box, gold  That cigarette box is made of gold.  

6.  
         ,      ษ                                   ษ              

 This bag, newspaper  This bag is made of newspaper.  



Transformation Drill  

 Pattern 1  Pattern 2  

1.  
                        

  His work is good.  

2.  
                                                    

  This tailor (dressmaker) is good.  

3.  
                                                    

  This barber is not good.  

4.  
                                          

  This jeweler is good.  

5.  
                                                        

  This photographer is not good.  

6.  
                                          

  This carpenter is good.  

7.  
                                        

  This nielloware maker is good.  

8.  
                                                  

  This carver is good.  

Completion Drill  

Complete the sentences with a compound beginning with     .  

1.  
                                    . . .  (       )  

 A person who earns his living by making furniture is called . . .  (Answer: a 

cabinet maker)  

2.  
                         . . . .  (         )  

 A person who earns his living by cutting one’s hair is called . . .  (Answer: a 

barber)  

3.  
                            . . . .  (            )  

 A person who earns his living by making clothes is called . . .  (Answer: a tailor)  

4.  
                                 . . . .  (       )  



 A person who earns his living making jewelry or gold ornaments is 

called . . .  

(Answer: a 

goldsmith)  

5.  
                              . . .  (           )  

 A person who earns his living by carving things is called . . .  (Answer: a 

carver)  

6.  
                            . . . .  (         )  

 A person who earns his living in the field of radio is called . . .  (Answer: a radio 

repairman)  

7.  
                            . . .  (         )  

 A person who earns his living in the field of electricity is called . . .  (Answer: an 

electrician)  

Sentence Construction Drill  

 Pattern 1  Cue  Continued Pattern  

 
                   

    

                       

 Are you going by the drug 

store?  

Buy some 

medicine.  

May I ask you to buy some medicine 

for me?  

1

.                                             

 Are going by the market?  Buy something.  I’d like you to buy something for me.  

2

.                                    

   

                             

    

 Are you going to stop over in 

Hong Kong?  

Buy a camera.  I’d like you to buy a camera for me.  

3

.                                                        

 You’re going to the market?  Buy me some 

food.  

May I ask you to buy some food for 

me?  

4

.              ษ      

   

                             

 Are you going to go by the post 

office?  

Mail a letter.  Could you mail a letter for me?  

5

.                                                  

 You’re going to the coffee Buy some coffee.  Could you get some coffee for me?  



shop?  

6

.         ธ                                    

 You’re going to the bank?  Change money.  Could you change some money for 

me?  

Response Drill  

 Question  Cue  Response  

1

.                      

   

          ๆ 

            

                  ๆ 

                    

 What are you going to buy as a 

present for him?  

Two good 

books.  

I’ll buy two good books for him.  

2

.                      

        

         ๆ                   ๆ 

            

 What are you going to buy (as a 

souvenir) for your wife?  

Beautiful 

blouses 

(dresses).  

I’ll buy beautiful dresses for my wife.  

3

.                    

                     

        

                                   

    

 When you go home, what are 

you going to buy (as a souvenir) 

for your daughter?  

Toys.  I’m going to buy some toys for my 

daughter.  

4

.                      

  

                    

        

            

     

                            

         

 When you go back to Thailand, 

what are you going to buy (as a 

present) for your wife?  

Electrical 

appliances  

I’ll buy some electrical appliances for 

my wife.  

5

.                   

                    

      

              

      ๆ 

              

                            ๆ 

                      



 When you go to Tokyo, what 

things are you going to buy (as 

souvenirs from Tokyo) for me?  

A rather small 

Japanese radio.  

I’ll buy you a rather small Japanese 

radio.  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

 Question  Response.  

1.  
                ๆ                               

 Do you know any good stores?  Yes, “Thai” store’s the one.  

2.  
                            

 Where is your car?  Right here.  

3.  
                                

 Which one’s Mr. Somsak?  That one there?  

4.  
                                     

 Did you see my book?  Right there. (Don’t you see it?)  

5.  
                                      

 Did he come?  Yes, he’s standing right there. (Don’t you see him?)  

Recognition and Familiarization Drill  

1.  
                                 

 Are you going to the market? Could you get me something?  

2.  
                                   

 Are you going to stop over Tokyo? Can I have you buy something for me?  

3.  
                                            

 Are you going to buy coffee? Could you get a cup for me too?  

4.  
          ษ                             

 You are going to the post office? Could you mail this letter for me?  

5.  
                                                   

 You are going to see Jim? Could you take this book to him also?  

6.  
                                          

 You are going to the fabric shop? Could you buy some material for me too?  

7.  
                                                  



 You are going to his house, aren’t you? Please tell him that I can’t go.  

8.  
                                       

                           

 You are going to see the agent? Please ask him (also) how much the rent for that house is.  

9.  
                ธ                                          

 You are going to see Mr. Prasit? Please take this book to him also.  

Exercises  

1.  Pairs of students will ask and answer questons of eadh other eliciting information like the 

following:  

(a) Does one student have as much/many as $3,000; 50 baht; 2,000 books, etc.  

(b) Does one student have as much as $3,000; 36,000 baht; 40,000 baht; $100,000 

deposited in the bank?  

2.  Two students discuss their monthly salary. The first member of the pair indicates that he 

finds his salary quite small. The second student is impressed by the size of it.  

3.  Two students discuss the length, size, or cost of various objects. In each case one takes the 

position that the amount given is not very much, while the other takes the position that it 

is quite a lot.  

4.  Discuss the monthly bill for rent, gas, water, and electricity in the same manner as in 3.  

5.  Student A asks to borrow various objects ($10, a pen, two books, his car, a typewriter, 

etc.). Student B indicates that he will lend A some of the items, but not all.  

6.  Student C asks Student B what Student A wanted to borrow and if he lent these things to 

him. When B indicates that he lent him some of the things, C asks why he didn't lend A 

the other objects.  

7.  Student A asks Student B what material some object (a table, a chair, a shirt, a glass, a tie, 

etc.) is made of. Be responds. Then A asks him if it is hand-made or machine-made.  

8.  Students will discuss the craftsmanship of various kinds in various countries 

(woodcarving in Germany, nielloware in Thailand, etc.).  

9.  Students will find out from the instructor what the Thais call sculptors, watch repairmen, 

hair dressers, weavers, boat-builders, house-painters, carpenters, printers, etc.  

10.  Student A asks student B if he is going to some particular place. When B indicates that he 

is, A asks him to do something (buy something, etc.) for him, indicating that since he is 

going somewhere, it won't be any trouble for him to do him a favor.  

11.  One student asks another what he plans to buy (as a present) in Thailand for his mother, or 

his older sister, or his maternal aunt, or some other relative.  

12.  Student A asks about the location of some object, or the identity of some person in the 

classroom. Student B indicates his surprise and points it out to him.  

13.  Student A plays the part of a bank teller and Student B that of a customer. They discuss 

withdrawing and depositing money in the bank.  

 (Below is a facsimile of a Thai check.)  

Thai check  



Insert Thai check here? 

 

Vocabulary  

       
profession  

     
to tape, to copy  

     
by the way  

      ,         
out (a completive verb)  

      
to withdraw (money), to requisition (as from a 

storeroom)  

          
to get money (from the bank)  

      
A person who has skill in some craft or trade. It is the 

head noun in many noun compounds.  

            (  )  
carver  

        (  )  
carpenter  

          (  )  
barber  

             (  )  
tailor  

            (  )  
photographer  

       (  )  
nielloware maker  

        (  )  
jeweler, goldsmith  

        (  ,    )  
salad bowl  

../thai/thai/www.thailanguagewiki.com/index86ce-2.html


           
that’s a lot of (something)  

        
That’s true.  

      
also, too, as well  

     
to deposit; to ask a person to carry on some business 

for you  

         
to deposit money (in the bank)  

       
manual skill, craftsmanship  

        
to let someone borrow, to lend  

        
Hong Kong  

    ,          
to be a whole lot, a great deal, plenty; plentifully  

    
he, she, they (in the third person) for children, 

intimates, persons of equal status  

         
to carve  

         
silver bowl  

    (    )  
he, she, they (third person) not intimate, about equal 

status  

        
to figure out  

       
to borrow  

        (     )  
toys  

        (    ) (       )  
machine  

             (       )  
tape recorder  

          
to cash a check  

      
used to emphasize the fact that the action is to be of 

very short duration  

       
‘glass’  

       
‘iron, steel’  

          (    )  
light bulb  



     
wood  

        
teak  

    (   )  
hand  

    ฯ,              (    )  
prime minister (short form), prime minister (official 

title)  

           
Nanaphan (name of a shop)  

        
think about, can recall, can remember; to be able to 

recall to memory  

          
a deposit (in a bank)  

    
to take, escort  

         
plastic  

      
just (immediately before)  

          
watt (measure of electricity)  

           
Thai merchandise  

         ,            
to buy something as a gift or souvenir for someone  

      
as much as, as many as  

     
to cut  

         
take pictures  

          (    )  
flashlight batteries  

        . . .  
made of  

      
he, she, they (third person) least intimate, superior 

status (rank or age) to speaker  

    
to make nielloware  

     
gold  

     
is used to indicate that a certain point, degree, or 

amount has been reached  

 


