
 

 

Lesson 6 

Basic dialog: Mr. Smith meets a Thai in the provinces. 

 

(Part I)  

A:  
            

Hello.  

B:  
                      

You speak Thai very well.  

 
                    

What nationality are you?  

A:  
                      

I'm an American.  

B:  
                           

You (can) speak Thai very well.  

A:  
            

Thank you.  

 
                              

I can only speak a little.  

B:  
                      

Who taught you Thai?  

A:  
              

Miss Nongnut.  

 
                   

She is a Thai language teacher  

 
                    

at the language school.  

Grammar notes 

    

    'extremely, a great deal, very much' is used as an intensifier for stative verbs like     ,   , 

   , etc. It is used in making comments primarily. It never occurs in questions.  

     

     means to be skillful, adept, expert (at something). It occurs after verb phrases 

(            , etc.) or before noun phrases (       , etc.).  



1.                       (He learns with facility) He's a good student.  

2.                       He plays (music) poorly.  

3.                     His teacher is good in Vietnamese.  

                     

The verbs       'study, learn',       'write',      'read', and     'to teach' do not occur 

without object complements; if there is no other complement,         is used, thus 

             'to study (in a school)',              'to write (books)',             'to 

read', and            'to teach'.  

Nationalities  

The Thais use the following terms to refer to people of various nationalities:  

 For all nationalities:    + name of country  

       a Thai  

           a Japanese  

        a Burmese  

           a German  

           an Egyptian  
 

etc.  
  

 For people from Malaya, Indonesia, India, and the Middle East only:      + Name of 

Country.  

             a Malayan  

            an Egyptian  

            'an Indian'  

etc.  
 



 The terms     and       are used alone to refer to certain large groups of people.  

       refers to white-skinned people, including Europeans, Australians, and white 

Americans.  

Q:                      He's a 'farang', isn't he?  

A:                         That's right. He's Spanish.  

     refers to people from Malaya, Indonesia, India, Ceylon, and the Middle East. 

(Normally dark-skinned people).  

           

                    
He's a    , he comes from India.  

 The Moslem people living in South Thailand are referred to as           'Thai 

Moslem'.  

      + name of city  

      + (name of city) or name of city alone is used in colloquial language to refer to cities, 

thus               (or)          'Washington'. In the mass media      + (name of city) is 

used to refer to some capitol cities, thus         'Rome',           'Paris', etc.  

      + name of country  

      + (name of country) or name of country alone is frequently used in spoken Thai to refer 

to a country instead of        + (name of country) which is more formal and is used in 

newspapers, speeches, etc.  

                 He comes from Japan.  

                      He comes from Japan.  

                       He comes from Japan.  

position of     



As was Indicated in 4.1,     usually occurs in the complement position after      

(          , etc.). In some situations     precedes     . Observe the following two 

examples:  

1.                  Who's Juliet? (I never heard of her.)  

2.                  
Who's Juliet? (Who is playing the part of Juliet in the play by 

Shakespeare.)  

When the main verb in the sentence is     'to be', if the subject of the sentence is a pronoun, 

    is in the complement position.  

           Who is he?  

With noun subjects     may precede or follow     optionally:  

                 Who is Nongnut?  

or                   

With verbs besides      and    ,     may occupy the subject or complement position:  

               Who teaches Thai?  

                           Who is Prapas teaching Thai to?  

Grammar drills  

Recognition and familiarization drill  

 

1.         (  )     He's a Thai.  

2.         (  )          He's an American.  

3.         (  )        He's an Englishman.  

4.         (  )          He's a Frenchman.  

5.         (  )         He's a German.  



6.         (  )     He's a Chinese.  

7.         (  )         He's a Japanese.  

8.         (  )     He's a Lao.  

9.         (  )     He's a Vietnamese.  

10.         (  )      He's a Burmese.  

11.         (  )      He's a Cambodian.  

12.         (  )        He's a Korean.  

Substitution drill 

 

Cue  Pattern  

               

                   

                           

                               

                        

                                  

                                  

                          

                   

                       

                    

                   

Recognition and familiarization drill  

 

 
Question  Response  



1.                     What nationality is he?  

               He's a Thai.  

2.                     What nationality is he?  

             He's a Vietnamese.  

3.                     What nationality is he?  

                    He's American.  

4.                     What nationality is he?  

                He's Burmese.  

5.                     What nationality is he?  

               He's Chinese.  

Transformation drill (Change to the negative in two ways.)  

 

Affirmative Pattern  Negative 1-Pattern  Negative 2-Pattern  

                                                              

                                            

                                                           

                                            

Response drill 

 

Cue  Question  Response  

                                 

  
              

  
             

 He's Thai, isn't he?  No, he isn't.  

  He's Chinese.  

  He isn't Thai.  

                                              



  
              

  
             

 He's Thai, isn't he?  No, he isn't.  

  He's Lao.  

  He isn't Thai.  

                                 /        

  
             

  
             

 Are you Thai?  No, I'm not. / I'm not.  

  I'm Lao.  

  I'm not a Thai.  

                                    /        

  
               

  
            

 You're a soldier?  No, I am not/No, I'm not.  

  I'm a civilian.  

  I'm not a soldier.  

                                                      /        

  
                          

  
                        

 You are a USIS official?  No, I'm not/No, I am not.  

  I'm an Embassy official.  

  I'm not a USIS official.  

                                              /       

  
                     

  
                  

 You are a Bangkoker, aren't you?  No, I'm not/No, I am not.  

  I'm an out-of-towner.  

  I'm not a Bangkoker.  

                                          

  
               



  
             

 She's John's wife?  No, she isn't.  

  She's a friend.  

  She's not his wife.  

Substitution drill 

 

Cue  Pattern  

         (      )     He's from Thailand,  

                 (      )         He's from America.  

                  (      )          He's from France.  

                  (      )          He's from Vietnam.  

              (      )      He's from Burma.  

                 (      )         He's from Russia.  

             (      )     He's from China.  

              (      )      He's from Cambodia.  

               (      )       He's from Malaya.  

                    (      )            He's from the Philippines.  

Transformation drill  

 

Pattern 1  Pattern 2  

                      (      )     

                         (      )        

                      (      )          

                          (      )         

                          (      )         

                          (      )         

Substitution drill  



 

Have two students do the following exchange substituting the cue words for those underlined. 

Student 1:                         Student 2:                         Student 

1:                        Student 2:       

1.         ,           4.         ,       

2.     ,         5.        ,         /         

3.         ,        

Substitution drill  

 

Cue  Question  Response  

                                              

 
What city do you come from?  Bangkok.  

                                                  

 
What city do you come from?  Washington.  

                                              

 
What city do you come from?  New York.  

                                            

 
What city do you come from?  Rome.  

                                                  

 
What city do you come from?  London.  

                                          

 
What city do you come from?  London.  

                                              

 
What city do you come from?  Denver.  

                                                      

 
What city do you come from?  San Francisco.  

Substitution transformation drill  

 

Cue  Pattern 1  Pattern 2  

      ,                                                 



      ,                                                   

     ,                  (    )                     (    )         

        ,                                                     

        ,                                                   

Recognition and familiarization drill 

 

1.                           He's a 'farang'. He comes from Paris.  

2.                         He's a 'kheek'. He comes from Malaya.  

3.                              He's a Thai. He comes from Thailand.  

4.                                 He's a 'kheek'. He comes from India.  

5.                                  He's 'farang'. He comes from England.  

6.                            He's Chinese. He comes from Hong Kong.  

7.                                   
He's a Thai Moslem. He comes from 

Pattani.  

8.                              He's a 'farang'. He comes from Washington.  

Substitution drill 

 

Substitute the cue words in one of the exchanges below (only one will fit the cue word): 

MODEL I: (for    ) Cue word:          

A:                             

B:                  

A:                  

B:              

 

MODEL II: (for others)  

Cue word:           /     



A:                             

B:                          

                       

 

1.           6.        

2.           7.        

3.           8.         

4.            9.        

5.               10.       

Recognition and familiarization drill  

 

1.                   Thais speak Thai.  

2.                           Americans speak English.  

3.                         Englishmen speak English.  

4.                   Chinese speak Chinese.  

5.                   Lao speak Laotian.  

6.                       Malayans speak Malay.  

7.                   Vietnamese speak Vietnamese.  

8.                             Australians speak English.  

Substitution drill 

 

Cue  Pattern  

                                  

                               



                                  

                         

                         

Substitution drill 

 

Have two students engage in the following exchange, substituting the cue words below for 

those underlined: Cue:     ,      

Student 1:                               

Student 2:                         

                      

 

1.                    7.                   

2.             ,          8.     ,        

3.      ,            9.          ,          

4.          ,      10.             ,      

5.         ,         11.        ,          

6.      ,      12.              ,         

Substitution drill 

 

Cue  Pattern  
 

                       He can speak Thai.  

                       He can speak Lao.  

                               He can speak German.  

                         He can speak Spanish.  

                               He can speak Russian.  



                       He can speak Chinese.  

                       He can speak Vietnamese.  

                           He can speak Malayan.  

                         He can speak Burmese.  

Substitution drill 

Ask the students what languages they can speak, using the following patterns:  

Instructor:            (...)            Can you speak (...)?  

Student:           Yes, I can.  

             No, I can't.  

Substitution drill 

 

Cue  Pattern  
 

                              Is that studentn good in Thai?  

                                  Is John good in Thai?  

                                   Is John good in English?  

                                  Is Prichaa good in English?  

                                       Is Prichaa good in French?  

                                   Is his teacher good in French?  

                           Is his teacher good in Lao?  

Substitution drill 

 

Cue  Pattern  
 

                                 That student learns rapidly,  

                          He learns rapidly.  

                                         He writes Thai well.  



                             You write Thai well.  

                               You speak Vietnamese well.  

                            
My teacher speaks Vietnamese 

well.  

                                 My teacher teaches well.  

Exercises  

1. Using a weekly news magazine or daily newspaper have one student find out from 

another what the nationality of various people is.  

2. Have one student find out from another what languages are spoken in Asia (Use map 

on page 85).  

3. Have students find out what languages other students speak and how well.  

4. Have students find out what city and state other students come from.  

To the instructor: Have the students ask the questions in as many clilierent ways as possible. 

79  

Comprehension test  

The teacher reads each of the passages below two times at normal speed with a pause 

between the two readings. The students listen and take notes if they wish. Then the teacher 

asks them the questions below. The students are not to look at the book during this time.  

1.                                                      

1.                             

2.                          

3.                    

2.                                                             

1.                                    

2.                         

3.                      

3.                                         

                        

1.                      

2.                                 



3.                     

4.                                                                 

             

1.                 

2.                     

3.                  

4.                    

5.                             

6.                                  

5.                                                            

                                                         

1.                        

2.                  

3.                                

4.                 

5.                         

6.                           

7.                                          

6.                                                       

                                 

1.                              

2.                  

3.                    

4.                    

5.                    

6.                     

7.                  

7.                                                                     



             

1.                       

2.                        

3.                   

4.                   

5.                         

Vocabulary  

         America  

          American  

        England, English  

         India, Indian  

             Indonesia, Indonesian  

           Indiana  

           Italian (       'Italy')  

            Australia, Australian  

        Boston  

     from  

     extremely, a great deal  

    (    )  nationality, nation, race  

     China, Chinese  

          Denver  

     (  )  
white-skinned people, Including Europeans, Austraians, white 

Americans, etc.  

          France, French  

            Philippines, Philippine  

        Hong Kong  



         Germany, German  

         Japan, Japanese  

     Vietnam, Vietnamese  

        Korea, Korean  

      to be expert, skillful (at doing something)  

      Cambodia, Cambodian  

    (  )  dark-skinned people, Moslems and Hindus in particular  

       to write  

     (    )  city (used to refer to some capitol cities)  

          Bangkok  

     Laos, Lao, Laotian  

        London  

     very much, a lot of  

       Malaya  

         Michigan  

      (     )  city, country (nation)  

          a little  

          New York  

       Paris  

         Pattini (city in South Thailand)  

     (    )  language, speech  

      Burma, Burmese  

    (rat)  state, nation  

       to study, learn  

     Rome  



      Spain  

              San Francisco  

     to teach  

     Thai  

          only, only that (much)  

         Tokyo  

          Vietnam, Vietnamese  
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